
Contact the Office 

Preparation Class 

Select Baptism Date 

Choose Godparents 



THE PEOPLE YOU WILL BE WORKING WITH 

 
Alisha Giles: Alisha is the Faith Formation Director at St. Peter. She will be your first contact. 

 

alisha.giles@stpeter-douglas.org, 269-857-7951 ex. 4. 

 

 

Fr. Fabio Garzon: You may call him Fr. Fabio, and he is the pastor of St. Peter.  

 

 

Rick Hardy: Rick is the Pastoral Associate, and can answer questions or assist as needed at any time  

during the process.  

 

rick.hardy@stpeter-douglas.org, 269-857-7951 ex. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARISH 
Because baptism is an initiation into the day to day life of the parish, please register your family if you have 

not already done so.  

 

 

 

 

DO WE HAVE TO PAY FOR A BAPTISM? 
The church does not charge fees for sacraments. But giving a donation to the church for baptism is a  

common practice.  
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Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life,  

the gateway to life in the Spirit. 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 1213 

Infant Baptism Process 

 
Interview 

 Contact the parish (Alisha) to confirm date/time of your child’s baptism.  

 Baptism will be celebrated at one of the weekend Masses 

 Saturday at 5:00pm, Sunday at 8:00am or 10:30am 

 Set a date for your Preparation Class. 

 Read this packet carefully (but you are already doing that!) 

 Complete the Baptismal Registration Form 

 Submit a copy of your child’s birth certificate 

 

 

Belonging: Baptism in the Family of God 

 View videos at home before attending the preparation class 

 

 

Preparation Class 

 Get a better understanding of your role in the Baptism of your child. 

 Discuss the background, symbols, ceremony, Godparents’ role, and  

practice things you will need to know for the celebration of this sacrament. 

 It is encouraged that the Godparents attend with you 

 

 

Choosing Godparents 

Canon law requires that at least one godparent be: 

 Fully initiated (having received the Sacrament of Confirmation) 

 Someone other than the legal parents and at least 16 years of age 

 A practicing Catholic who leads a life in harmony with the Church 

 

 

Day of the Baptism 

 Arrive at least 15 minutes before the start of Mass 

 Ask any last minute questions 

 Reserved pews will be available for you and your family 

 



WHY BAPTISM? 
Baptism means, New Life in the Risen Christ (a life filled with the Spirit), and is the foundation of our faith 

life. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Baptism imparts God’s grace on a person, frees them from  

original sin, makes them a member of the Body of Christ, and a child of God.  

 

We baptism because Jesus told us, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” Matthew 28:19.  

 

As parents, it is our responsibility to care for more than the material well-being of our children. The goal is 

to help them on a spiritual journey toward Heaven. Baptism is the first mile-stone on this journey.  

 

Baptism requires us to confront the unpleasant issues if sin, suffering and death. Obviously, your baby has 

not committed any personal sin (sorry, waking you up several times during the night does not count). Every 

human person, including your child, is affected by original sin from our first parents. When Adam and Eve 

lost God’s grace, they lost it for all of us. The good news is that God, from the very beginning had a plan to 

restore what our first parents lost. It was for Jesus to become one of us and offer Himself on the Cross to 

conquer sin and death. The Sacrament of Baptism unites us to Jesus, who saved us from sin and restores 

us to new life. In baptism, your child will share in His victory where he or she will be reborn through “water 

and the Spirit.”  

 

Baptism is one of the most important gifts we receive and the grace of this sacrament remains with us for 

all time. 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS GRACE? 
Grace is a relationship with God, the way He shares life with us. Grace is God’s own life, God’s energizing 

love, God’s power within us. Grace enables us, united with Him, to keep growing each day to become more 

and more the person He created us to be.  

 

Grace is everywhere. Baptism, along with all the sacraments, are unique celebrations of Jesus’ presence 

with us.  
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*THE SYMBOLS OF BAPTISM 
 

Water 

Candle & Flame 

Oil of Catechumens 

Sacred Chrism 

White Garment 

 

 

 

 

*PARTS OF THE RITE OF BAPTISM 
 

Reception & Naming of the Child 

Liturgy of the Word 

Intercessions 

Invocation of the Saints 

Prayer of Exorcism & Anointing 

Blessing of the Water 

Renunciation of Sin & Profession of Faith 

Baptism 

Anointing with Sacred Chrism 

Clothing with the White Garment 

Presentation of the Baptismal Candle 

Ephphatha (“Be Opened”) 

Our Father 

Final Blessing 

 

 

 

*Described in detail in your Belongings: Baptism in the Family of God Guide. 
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THE ROLE OF PARENTS 
During the Baptismal celebration, as parents you bless your child, renounce sin, profess your own faith, 

and agree to raise your child in the Catholic faith. Baptism is a covenant with God, you are saying YES to 

the faith on behalf of your child. 

 

 

 

 

THE ROLE OF GODPARENTS 

Godparents help you present your child to the Church. They are the link between your family and the 

Church, representing the entire faith community. They profess their own faith, and renounce evil in the 

name of your child.  

 

Following the baptism, Godparents should serve as witnesses, pray for your child, help your child grow in 

their faith, be an example, be a source of encouragement, and make an invested commitment in the  

formation of your child in the Catholic Faith. 

 

 

 

 

NOW WHAT? 
As a parent, you are the primary teachers in your child’s life. In your daily living you will continue to grow in 

the practice of your faith. Establish customs and traditions for prayer and liturgical seasons in your home 

(grace before meals, daily prayer, using an Advent Wreath, etc.). Involve your child in children’s liturgies, 

special church events, and faith formation. Do not stress or be embarrassed if your child cries or acts up at 

Mass. Powerful grace is poured out when you attend Mass with your child. 

 

St. John Paul II states, “Catholic parents must learn to form their family as a ‘domestic church,’ a church in 

the home, as it were, where God is honored, His law is respected, prayer is a normal event, virtue is  

transmitted by word and example, and everyone shares the hopes, the problems, and sufferings of  

everyone else. All this is not to advocate a return to some outdated style of living: It is to return to the roots 

of human development and human happiness!” 

 

Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their children. They bear witness to this  

responsibility first by creating a home where tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and disinterested 

service are the rule. The home is well suited for education in the virtues. This requires an apprenticeship in 

self-denial, sound judgement, and self-mastery - the preconditions of all true freedom. (CCC 2223) 

 

 

And you shall teach (the Commandments) to your children, talking of them when you are sitting in your 

house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  

Deuteronomy 11:19 
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